SCHILLER'S MOTHER.

"But nothing did the Mother forward with more eagerness,
by every opportunity, than the kindling inclination of her Son
to become a Preacher; which even showed itself in his sports.
Mother or Sister had to put a little cowl on his head, and pin
round him by way of surplice a bit of black apron; then would
he mount a chair and begin earnestly to preach; ranging to-
gether in his own way, not without some traces of coherency,
all that he had retained from teaching and church-visiting
in this kind, and interweaving it with verses of songs. The
Mother, who listened attentively and with silent joy, put a
higher meaning into this childish play; and, in thought, saw
her Son already stand in the Pulpit, and work, rich in bless-
ings, in a spiritual office. The spiritual profession was at that
time greatly esteemed, and gave promise of an honorable exist-
ence. Add to this, that the course of studies settled for young
Wiirtemberg Theologians not only offered important pecuniary
furtherances and advantages, but also morally the fewest
dangers. And thus the prudent and withal pious Father, too,
saw no reason to object to this inclination of the Son and wish
of the Mother.

" It had almost happened, however, that the Latin School in
Ludwigsburg (where our Fritz received the immediately pre-
paratory teaching for his calling) had quite disgusted him with
his destination for theology. The Teacher of Eeligion in the
Institute, a narrow-minded, angry-tempered Pietist/' as we
have seen, "used the sad method of tormenting his scholars
with continual rigorous, altogether soulless, drillings and train-
ings in matters of mere creed; nay he threatened often to whip
them thoroughly, if, in the repetition of the catechism, a single
word were wrong. And thus to the finely sensitive Boy in-
struction was making ha/teful to him what domestic influences
had made dear. Yet these latter did outweigh and overcome,
in the end; and he remained faithful to his purpose of follow-
ing a spiritual career.

" When young Schiller, after the completion of his course
at the Latin School, 1777, was to be confirmed, his Mother and
her Husband came across to Ludwigsburg the day before that
solemn ceremony. Just on their arrival, she saw her Son